
Blackawton Primary School  

Weekly News Update 
Contact us: parent@blackawtonprimaryorg.uk  17th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

All the staff have been delighted with the engagement of our children and parents 
using Tapestry and all the other online teaching resources that we have rolled 
out.  We know that it must be a huge challenge to keep the momentum going each 
day, and we hope that the planning that we are sending through is supporting and 
stimulating learning. We also know that it is a huge challenge if you are working 
from home, have younger siblings in the house or that you are an essential worker 
job.   

We will continue to send out new work for a Monday and a Wednesday.  One 
change we are making already is that work will be uploaded the evening before. It 
may not be posted at an exact time as most teachers have family lives they are jug-
gling (suppers, bedtimes, etc), however, we will ensure it will be up the night before. 
We hope this helps you all. 

All the staff have a Tapestry account and can help you at any time.   

Please ask us questions either via your child's Tapestry page or through             
parent@blackawtonprimary.org.uk if you have any concerns or need any additional 
help. 

We are all well aware that we do not know how long this period of lockdown will last 
so we are looking to make what we do as useful as possible but also manageable. 
From next week, Teachers will be contacting all families to ask them how things are 
going, either through Tapestry or a phone call home. 

 

With best wishes 

 

Rachel 
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BBC Home learning 
 
 

The BBC is launching a series of daily educational pro-
grammes designed to allow children to study key national curriculum topics while 
Britain’s schools are closed.   

The daily Bitesize TV  episodes, hosted by presenters including the Strictly Come 
Dancing star Oti Mabuse, with other famous faces expected to join later, will run for 
14 weeks from 20 April.  

 

Six different daily shows, each for different age 
groups between five and 14, will be produced 
every weekday for the BBC’s iPlayer and red   
button services. 

  

Marcel and Alex have been helping lots in the School Garden. We are going about every 3 
days and so far we've weeded all the raised beds, the raspberry area and the polytunnel. We 
are also watering the beds and polytunnel plus anything that is growing in the FS area. 
The boys make sure to check on the pond as with no rain the water level can get low. We 
add enough water for them and then talk to the tadpoles  



SIGNPOST 
 
As we continue to socially distance and find new ways of learning at home, many services 
are expanding and adapting their support to reach out remotely.   

With this week's newsletter you will find attached a Wellbeing Toolkit that has been       
produced by Young Devon - it is one of the best resources I have seen of this kind.  Please 
do open it and take from anything that is relevant to you. 

In addition,  Space* Youth Services in Devon are going digital from Tuesday 14th 
April.  They are another great service that you can access or support with a donation: 

Lockdown measures are hard for everyone, but especially hard for young people. Schools,      
colleges and youth clubs are all closed. Restricted movement is putting young people in greater 
danger. For some, home is not a safe place. Increases in domestic violence, drug & alcohol   
consumption, loss of income, mean that young people are at significant risk.  

Erin (15) says "not having the usual face to face support is scary". She's worried about her    
mental health over time in this lockdown. 

You can help prevent isolation of young people across Devon.  Your support would provide safe 
online connection and support to young people.  

We're launching our services online on Tuesday 14th April. But not all young people are online. 
You can help us to provide equipment to enable them to get online and connect with friends and 
trusted youth workers.  

We've launched a Coronavirus- Preventing Isolation Appeal   

Funds will go towards the purchase of laptops and headphones for youth workers and SIM cards 
& phone credit for young people. Our online youth clubs will allow young people to interact and 
engage in fun (boredom busting) activities. Youth workers run fun activities, as well as using    
video chats for groups and one to one support.  

Scott (16) says "It's helped to know there is a grown up that wants to help"  

You can help us to prevent isolation for young people in Devon, by: 

• Following us (and liking and sharing our posts) on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and Twitter  

• Sharing this email with friends, family & colleagues  

• Signing up to our newsletter here 

• Clicking here to donate to our Coronavirus- Preventing Isolation Appeal. Alison donated £50 
and said: "Vital initiative. Deserves massive support." 

 

Your support will make all the difference to the lives of young people in Devon. 

Thank you 

 

Sarah Simnett 
 



If you think that your child may be entitled to Free School Meals, please 
contact Devon County Council either by phone on 0345 155 1019 or by 
visiting their website portal at:  
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE 

Sophie Carr is doing a family fitness session on Monday mornings at 9.30am. She 
would love to have other Blackawton school families join her and the girls. 
 
https://facebook.com/events/s/family-fitness-session/921710014951682/?ti=icl  
 

Information that may help you and your family whilst you are       
isolating at home 

 

Online safety from the website thinkuknow  
This page has been created to support parents during COVID-19 and the closure of 
schools. Each fortnight, we will be releasing new home activity packs with simple 15 mi-
nute activities you can do with your child to support their online safety at a time when they 
will spending more time online at home. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets?
utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=03cb8440df-
TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_24_03_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-
03cb8440df-64729385 
 
CHILDCARE 

If you need alternative childcare then please go to Pinpoint https://
www.pinpointdevon.co.uk/parents-and-families/ 
 
BBC Newsround 
Help with explaining coronavirus to children 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51861089?
utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn  
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What have you been up to this week? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Noah & Tilly spent an 

afternoon collecting 

flowers and twigs to 

make their fairy gar-

dens 

Rosa did a brilliant   

observational drawing 

Sam & Jack enjoyed making their sock bunnies 


