
Blackawton Primary 

School  Weekly News 

Contact us: parent@blackawtonprimaryorg.uk  
Please talk to us about any issues or make an appointment.  

Weekly Attendance Per Class for 14th to 17th October 2019 
Class 1 100%, Class 2 90.74%, Class 3 95.54% Class 4 98.08%, Class 5 90.73% 

Our Attendance Target is 96% 
Team Nurture are the winners again this week with 100% 

17th October 2019 

REMINDER - TOMORROW, 18TH OCTOBER, IS A NON PUPIL DAY 

Thank you to everyone who donated SO generously to our Harvest Festival appeal in aid of   

Birka Bekumsa, our link school in Ethiopia. To date we have raised £130. 

I can’t believe it’s half-term already and we have done so many exciting things, both inside and 

outside of school. On behalf of all the staff and volunteers, have a safe and happy half-term. 

 

Forest School 

We are in need of wood for our fire pit so that we 
can keep warm during our winter sessions. 

If you are able to donate dry wood/logs, suitable 
for the fire pit, please drop them inside the forest 
school field gate. 

 

 

Theatre Alibi - ‘I Believe in Unicorns’ 

Theatre Alibi will perform their show ‘I Believe in Unicorns’ to the whole school on Tuesday 29th 
October. We are asking parents for a contribution of £4.50 to help cover the cost of the show. 

‘Tomas hates school, hates books and hates 
stories. Stories are just for “Little Snotties”! 
He is happier clambering in the mountains 
like a goat or tobogganing with his Dad. 

That is until the Unicorn Lady comes to town 
and reels him in with her irresistible magic 
tales. But then disaster strikes and puts eve-
rything that matters most in Tomas’s life in 
terrible danger…’ 

 

mailto:parent.ba@our-school.org.uk


What’s On 

When What Who Where Cost 

18th October Non Pupil Day    

21st to 25th  

October 

Half-term All Pupils   

29th October Theatre Alibi             

‘I believe in Unicorns’ 

All Classes School Hall £4.50 

29th October FOBS Meeting    

5th & 6th       

November 

Parent/teacher 

Evening 

All Classes In School  

14th November Community Roast 

Lunch 

Parents & local 

community 

School Hall  

20th November Cinema Trip Classes 2, 3, 4, 5 Barn Theatre,      

Dartington 

£4.50 

5th December Elves & Shoemaker Foundation children Theatre Royal, Plymouth £15.50 

6th December Bournemouth Sym-

phony Orchestra 

Classes 4 & 5 Exeter University £7.50 



Reminder that we are a Nut & Kiwi Free school as we have   

pupils with severe allergies to both. 

Please be mindful of what food you send in to school 

in lunchboxes etc. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

 

 

 

We will be on Week 1 of the 

Autumn Menu after half-term 

 

Attendance Matters  
 
Research on attendance and attainment  
  
There is a clear link between attendance and 
attainment. Research by the DfE, for example, 
shows that, in 2013/14, while 51.5% of pupils 
with no absences reached level 5 or above at key 
stage 2 (at the time of the study, a measure   
suggesting that pupils were achieving above   
expectations in English and mathematics), this 
declined to 25.7% among pupils who missed 
more than 10% to 15% of lessons. 
  
When you think,  missing 10% of lessons is about 
2 days a month that’s pretty scary. 
 
This is from the Ofsted Education inspection 
framework Overview of research January 2019. 

Please. Please can you ensure that your child has a full forest school kit in school from 
Monday to Friday? We want to be out and about in the school day as much as possible 
whilst the weather allows, including using the field at lunch and playtimes. The children 
need to have wellies to change into as the grass is damp and muddy and we can’t have 
this transferred into the school building. Our cleaners are wonderful but it would be unfair 
and disrespectful to ask them to clean up after 135 mud - clad children. 

 

 

Music Club will take place on Tuesdays after 

school from after half-term 



Is my child too ill for school?  
 
It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup when 
they're unwell but there are government guidelines for schools and nurseries that say when chil-
dren should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. If you do keep your child at home, it's im-
portant to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know that they won't be in and 
give them the reason. If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be 
passed on, such as a cold sore or head lice, let their teacher know.  
 
Chickenpox  
If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. This is 
usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared.  
Cold sores  
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. Encourage them not to 
touch the blister or kiss anyone while they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups and tow-
els.  
Conjunctivitis  
You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. Do get advice from 
your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly.  
Coughs and colds  
It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or cold. But if they have a fever, keep 
them off school until the fever goes. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to 
wash their hands regularly.  
Ear infection  
If your child has an ear infection and a fever or severe earache, keep them off school until 
they're feeling better or their fever goes away.  
Fever  
If your child has a fever, keep them off school until the fever goes away.  
Hand, foot and mouth disease  
If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough to go to school, there's no 
need to keep them off. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to 
wash their hands regularly.  
Head lice and nits  
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice.  
Impetigo  
If your child has impetigo, they'll need antibiotic treatment from the GP.  
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they 
start antibiotic treatment. Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share 
towels, cups and so on with other children at school.  
Ringworm  
If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should 
see the GP.  
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment.  
Scarlet fever  
If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from the GP. Otherwise 
they'll be infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting an-
tibiotics.  
Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease)  
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because once 
the rash appears, they're no longer infectious. If you suspect your child has slapped cheek syn-
drome, take them to the GP and let their school know if they're diagnosed with it.  
Sore throat  
You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a fever, 
they should stay at home until it goes away.  
Threadworms  
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms.  
Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment.  
Vomiting and diarrhoea  
Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school for 2 days after their symptoms 
have gone. 



 

Reading at Blackawton 

Thank you to Andrea who is now opening up the 
library Monday to Thursday at 8.30 am so that you 
can come into school and read with your child or 
change a reading book.  There are iPads available 
so that children can “quiz.” After school Reading 
Club is on Wednesdays.   

Group Cello Lessons 

Jessica Heywood is thinking of        

offering group cello lessons.  

We have 5 cellos in school that could 

be used for this.  

If your child is interested please let us 

know.  

She would need 

4/5 to make it 

viable and keep 

the cost to    

parents down 



The Signpost 
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