
Taking Action Reaps Rewards 

Nine students from Blackawton School were invited to WE Day 2019 last week, as a result of their 

commitment to get involved and take action in issues which they feel passionate about.  The group 

of Year 6 students are part of an after school club called the Global Citizens, and they were invited to 

join over 17,000 other students at the event at the SSE Arena in London.  The yearly event is 

organised by the WE Foundation, and aims to reward and inspire students to become involved in 

social action. A-list celebrities including the Duke and Duchess of Sussex (Prince Harry and Meghan 

Markle), Liam Payne, Nicole Scherzinger and Tom Walker, inspiring speakers and world leaders, 

mixed with real people, celebrated a year of action that transformed communities and changed 

lives. 

The excitement did not end there though – in the week leading up to the event, the WE Foundation 

asked three of the students to come up onto the stage and speak about how Blackawton School has 

developed it’s outside space to include a vegetable garden, polytunnel and outside classroom, and 

how the school uses this resource to apply their numeracy skills.  All of the students were able to go 

backstage, and feel the excitement building for such a huge event.  The children rubbed shoulders 

with celebrities in the ‘green room’, and met Lord Hastings from KPMG, who had recently provided a 

grant to the school for maths resources. 

All of the children also took the opportunity to enjoy a street visit to Number 10, Downing Street, 

and to deliver letters which they had written to the Secretary of State for Education highlighting 

current funding issues in their area, and pleading with him to uphold their rights.  Blackawton 

Primary School is a UNICEF Gold Rights Respecting School, and the children were able to use their 

knowledge of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to argue that the current funding crisis is 

damaging their rights under the convention.  The letters represent the latest campaign by the Global 

Citizen group, and they shall also be posted to Dr. Sarah Wollaston. 

 


