
Blackawton Primary 

School  Weekly News 

Contact us: parent@blackawtonprimaryorg.uk  
Please talk to us about any issues or make an appointment.  

Weekly Attendance Per Class for 28th October to 1st November 2019 
Class 1 99.53%, Class 2 92.96%, Class 3 96.07% Class 4 93.46%, Class 5 94.16% 

Our Attendance Target is 96% 
Team Nurture are the winners again this week with 99.53% 

1st November 2019 

Alice in Wonderland 

The school has come alive with the excitement of our topic “Alice in Wonderland.”  

Many children have made fabulous artefacts inspired by the story for homework 

over half term. 

Ms Nietrzebka will be continuing to work with the children across the school on 

their dances to bring together a whole school production in the Village Hall on 

Wednesday 11
th
 December at 6pm. 

If any parents have any experience helping to build the stage and with lighting we 

would gratefully appreciate your support.  We will also be asking parents to help 

out with costumes and props closer to the event.  If anyone has a UV light they 

would be happy to lend us for the night we would be very grateful. 

The Foundation Stage children were very lucky to have a free day out at Wood-

lands on the Thursday before half term. We would like to thank Rosemary and the 

team for accommodating us for the day and for organising an owl display for the 

children. 

The children enjoyed a super production of “I believe in Unicorns.” 

 

Forest School 

A huge thank you to Matt Studd who is donating 
wood chip for the field area and also some new 
trunk stumps for sitting on. 

We are in need of wood for our fire pit so that we 
can keep warm during our winter sessions. 

If you are able to donate dry wood/logs, suitable for 
the fire pit, please drop them inside the forest 
school field gate. 

mailto:parent.ba@our-school.org.uk


What’s On 

When What Who Where Cost 

5th & 6th       

November 

Parent/teacher 

Evening 

All Classes In School  

14th November Community Roast 

Lunch 

Parents & local 

community 

School Hall  

15th November Children in Need Everyone dress in 

Spots or Stripes 

 £1 to 

CIN 

20th November Cinema Trip Classes 2, 3, 4, 5 Barn Theatre,      

Dartington 

£4.50 

21st November Flu Vaccinations Children with     

consent 

In school  

22nd November Parent Forum Parents School Hall, 9.00am  

3rd & 4th       

December 

Star Trail Classes 3, 4, 5 Blackawton Church  

5th December Elves & Shoemaker Foundation children Theatre Royal, Plymouth £15.50 

6th December Bournemouth Sym-

phony Orchestra 

Classes 4 & 5 Exeter University £7.50 

11th December Wonderland         

Performance 

Parents & Friends Blackawton Village Hall Minimum 

£3 

12th December Christmas Lunch All pupils In school £2.45 

17th December Nativity Foundation       

Children 

Blackawton Church, 

2pm 

 

18th December Candlelit Christmas Classes 2, 3, 4, 5 Blackawton Church, 

6pm 

 

20th December Last Day of Autumn 

Term 

   

6th January 

2020 

First Day of Spring 

Term 

   



Reminder that we are a Nut & Kiwi Free school as we have   

pupils with severe allergies to both. 

Please be mindful of what food you send in to school 

in lunchboxes etc. 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

 

 

 

We will be on Week 2 of the 

Autumn Menu after half-term 

 

Attendance Matters  
 
Research on attendance and attainment  
  
There is a clear link between attendance and attainment. Research by the DfE, for ex-
ample, shows that, in 2013/14, while 51.5% of pupils with no absences reached level 5 
or above at key stage 2 (at the time of the study, a measure   suggesting that pupils 
were achieving above   expectations in English and mathematics), this declined to 
25.7% among pupils who missed more than 10% to 15% of lessons. 
  
When you think,  missing 10% of lessons is about 2 days a month that’s pretty scary. 
 
This is from the Ofsted Education inspection framework Overview of research January 
2019. 

Please. Please can you ensure that your child has a full forest school kit in school from 
Monday to Friday? We want to be out and about in the school day as much as possible 
whilst the weather allows, including using the field at lunch and playtimes. The children 
need to have wellies to change into as the grass is damp and muddy and we can’t have 
this transferred into the school building. Our cleaners are wonderful but it would be unfair 
and disrespectful to ask them to clean up after 135 mud - clad children. 

 

 

If you think that your child may be entitled 
to Free School Meals, please contact 
Devon County Council either by phone on 
0345 155 1019 or by visiting their website 
portal at:  
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/
CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE


Is my child too ill for school?  
 
It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup when 
they're unwell but there are government guidelines for schools and nurseries that say when chil-
dren should be kept off school and when they shouldn't. If you do keep your child at home, it's im-
portant to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know that they won't be in and 
give them the reason. If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be 
passed on, such as a cold sore or head lice, let their teacher know.  
 
Chickenpox  
If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. This is 
usually about 5 days after the spots first appeared.  
Cold sores  
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. Encourage them not to 
touch the blister or kiss anyone while they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups and tow-
els.  
Conjunctivitis  
You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. Do get advice from 
your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly.  
Coughs and colds  
It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or cold. But if they have a fever, keep 
them off school until the fever goes. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to 
wash their hands regularly.  
Ear infection  
If your child has an ear infection and a fever or severe earache, keep them off school until 
they're feeling better or their fever goes away.  
Fever  
If your child has a fever, keep them off school until the fever goes away.  
Hand, foot and mouth disease  
If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough to go to school, there's no 
need to keep them off. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to 
wash their hands regularly.  
Head lice and nits  
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice.  
Impetigo  
If your child has impetigo, they'll need antibiotic treatment from the GP.  
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they 
start antibiotic treatment. Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share 
towels, cups and so on with other children at school.  
Ringworm  
If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should 
see the GP.  
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment.  
Scarlet fever  
If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from the GP. Otherwise 
they'll be infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting an-
tibiotics.  
Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease)  
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because once 
the rash appears, they're no longer infectious. If you suspect your child has slapped cheek syn-
drome, take them to the GP and let their school know if they're diagnosed with it.  
Sore throat  
You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a fever, 
they should stay at home until it goes away.  
Threadworms  
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms.  
Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment.  
Vomiting and diarrhoea  
Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school for 2 days after their symptoms 
have gone. 



 
I believe in Unicorns 

On Tuesday 29th October, Blackawton Primary School 
gathered in the hall to watch a play produced by  

Theatre Alibi, based on a book written by Michael 
Morpurgo called ‘I believe in Unicorns’. 
The cast comprised of only 4 actors/actresses and the 
scenery was minimal but very effective. The story was 
about a man called Tommas who found a box of his 
old belongings. He takes you back in time to his 

childhood and shows you why he went on to be an 
author and why he fell in love with stories. 
A lot happened in Tommas’s town, from a new          
librarian with an amazing unicorn seat, sledging, to 
bombing and war. 
Our favourite part was when the Librarian was telling 
the story of Noah’s ark and Noah left behind the   

unicorns. The actors then used a violin bow, violin 
box and two books to represent a unicorn. The effect 
was truly amazing and realistic. The Librarian also 
told the story of the little match girl this story very 
upsetting but they showed the little match stick girl 
represented by a truly stunning puppet. I believe the 
younger children who did not know the story were very 

saddened by the ending. 
The only music that was playing was played by an 
actress on an accordion. It was very haunting and 
well played. we felt only a few children got to fully 
interact with the play by holding books but overall 
we loved this production. 

Nia and Eloise 



The Signpost 

BBC Children in Need Emergency Essentials Programme 
 

BBC Children in Need Emergency Essentials Programme supports children and young people who are fac-
ing exceptionally difficult circumstances, and is delivered by Family Fund Business Services. The pro-
gramme provides items that meet a child’s most basic needs such as a bed to sleep in, a cooker to provide a 
hot meal and other items or services critical to child’s wellbeing. 

All applications must be made by a registered referrer.   If you, or someone you know, is in need of sup-
port, please email senco@blackawtonprimary.org.uk.  All enquiries will be treated with the strictest of 
confidence. 

Due to the high demand for BBC Children in Need Emergency Essentials grants, only one application per 
household can be accepted within a 12 month period.  
The application for each household will take into account the needs of all children under the one applica-
tion, it does not mean only one child per household can be supported. 

Eligibility 
Who can we help? 
Vulnerable children and young people up to the age of 18 who are experiencing a crisis or emergency. 
UK or EU citizens who are normally resident in the UK. 
(Discretion may be given where a child or young person, or their family, have an asylum application under 
assessment or in circumstances where residency criteria is not consistent across the family unit). 

Who are we unable to help? 
Adults aged 18 and over. 
Those who do not meet income criteria as defined by the programme. 
Those who are leaving care who have access to separate, specific statutory provision. 
Children and young people who do not meet the residence criteria as defined by the programme. 

How we help 
We can deliver or fund critical items such as: 
Electric cookers 
Furniture 
Kitchen equipment and small appliances 
Children’s beds and bedding (including cots) 
Washing machines and tumble dryers 
Fridges, freezers and fridge-freezers 
Baby equipment 
Clothing 

How to apply 
Applications must be completed by a registered referrer who is part of an organisation that is supporting 
the family or young person and capable of assessing their needs. The referrer’s organisation should also be 
able to administer and supervise the grant on our behalf. 

 

 

 

Sarah Simnett 

mailto:senco@blackawtonprimary.org.uk


Children in Years 5 and 6 were treated to a Science Masterclass on Monday with   
Dorian.  The children have written this article about their day. 

When Dorian came to visit - Rocket Science 
 
The whole class really enjoyed this lesson because it was intriguing and we learnt something 
new, that we found cool and amazing. 
 
First of all, Dorian showed us his plasma ball (this is an electric ball that gives you a static 
shock) He placed a 1 pence piece on the glass ball then asked for volunteers. The volunteers 
were asked to touch the penny, by touching the penny this created a static shocked that 
gave them microscopic holes in the first layer of their skin. Dorian then went on to make a 
PVA, water and a special thermo reactive paint together. We painted this onto special card 
which when dried reacted to the heat of our fingers. We used an inferred lamp and 
watched them change colour. 
 
We found out that the darker colours absorbed the inferred faster then the lighter col-
ours. We know this because the colour took longer to change on the darker. 
After break Dorian took us out to the playground to show us an example of a rocket engine 
using a massive water container, strong (do not drink) alcohol, and a flame. The started by 
adding the alcohol into the bottle and shaking it vigorously made some of alcohol turn to 
gas and pouring the left-over alcohol out, then lit it with a flame. When the flame combined 
with the gasses the gas ignited creating a rocket like flame. 
 
We absolutely loved this the science lesson and can not wait for another one. 

Candlelit Dartmouth will be running workshops 
as usual prior to the event so you will still be 
able to make your lanterns and join in the pa-
rade.  These will be free but donations welcome 
with a small charge for the lights.  

All workshops will run from 10.00am to 4.00pm. 

Saturday 2 November 

Blackawton Village Hall 

Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 November    

Dartmouth Academy 

 

 

 

Two small Guinea pigs (brothers) 

need a home 

Please contact: 07923 535021 /  

01803 722 217 


